Mortalium Animos by Pius XI: The Catholic Doctrine of Unity and the Rejection of False Ecumenism

In his 1928 encyclical Mortalium Animos, Pope Pius XI addresses the growing ecumenical movement of the
early twentieth century, a movement that sought Christian unity through interdenominational conferences,
shared worship, and doctrinal compromise. While acknowledging the sincere desire for unity that animated
many of these efforts, the Pope argues that their underlying principles are fundamentally mistaken. True
Christian unity cannot be achieved through negotiation or mutual concession, but only through adherence to
the truth as revealed by God and safeguarded in the Catholic Church. Unity among Christians is not a mere
ideal or aspiration but an essential mark of the Church founded by Christ. Christ willed one Church, visible
and enduring, endowed with a single faith, a single sacramental life, and a single governing authority. This
unity is not something that was lost and must now be reconstructed; rather, it already exists in the Catholic
Church. The fragmentation of Christianity into numerous confessions is not the result of legitimate diversity
but of departures from this original unity. At the heart of the false ecumenism condemned in Mortalium
Animos is what Pius XI identifies as religious indifferentism—the belief that doctrinal differences are of
secondary importance, or that all creeds express partial and equally valid approaches to divine truth. Such a
view undermines the very nature of revelation. Divine truth is not the product of human inquiry or consensus
but is given by God and entrusted to the Church for faithful preservation and transmission. To treat dogma as
negotiable, or to bracket doctrinal disagreements for the sake of practical unity, is to deny that God has spoken
definitively in matters of faith. Doctrine cannot be reduced to opinion, nor can charity be separated from truth.
Authentic charity does not consist in silence about error or ambiguity about belief, but in a clear and loving
presentation of the truth. Pius XI warns that attempts to foster unity by minimizing dogmatic teaching
ultimately weaken faith, sow confusion among the faithful, and obscure the Church’s divine mission. Unity
achieved at the expense of truth is not true unity, but a superficial harmony that lacks spiritual substance.
Central to these truths is the divinely established authority of the Church, particularly the teaching authority of
the Magisterium and the primacy of the Roman Pontiff. Christ did not leave His followers without a living
guide; He established a visible Church with the authority to teach, sanctify, and govern in His name. Any
movement toward unity that ignores or rejects this authority cannot claim to follow Christ’s will, since it
refuses the very means He instituted to preserve unity in faith. For this reason, Mortalium Animos also
addresses the question of common worship with non-Catholics. Pius XI cautions against Catholic participation
in interdenominational religious services when such participation implies an equality of creeds or a shared
profession of faith where real doctrinal differences exist. Such practices risk giving scandal, blurring the
distinction between truth and error, and fostering indifferentism among the faithful. While the encyclical does
not deny the possibility of private prayer or non-religious cooperation with non-Catholics, it firmly rejects
public acts of worship that obscure Catholic teaching. Despite its firm tone, Mortalium Animos is not a
rejection of the desire for unity itself. On the contrary, Pius XI emphasizes that the Church ardently desires the
return of all Christians to full communion. Catholics are called to pray for this unity and to treat non-Catholics
with genuine charity and respect. Yet this charity must always be ordered to truth. True unity can come only
through the acceptance of the full Catholic faith, participation in the Church’s sacramental life, and submission
to her divinely constituted authority.

Capital Campaign - “Do This in Memory of Me”: Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, Thank you very
much for your generosity! For those who have not yet pledged, please consider doing so. Please keep
praying our campaign prayer to St. Joseph! Yours in Christ, - Fr. Huber
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Masses

2nd Sunday after Epiphany

January 18, 2026 Sunday: 7:00am, 8:30am,
10:30am (high), 1:00pm

“Let love be without dissimulation. Hating that which Monday: 12:00pm

is evil, cleaving to that which is good. Loving one Tues, Wed, Thur: 7:00am & 9:00am
another with the charity of brotherhood, with honour Friday: 9:00am & 6:30pm.
preventing one another. In carefulness not slothful. In Saturday: 9:00 am.

spirit fervent. Serving the Lord. Rejoicing in hope.

Patient in tribulation. Instant in prayer. Ocala:

Communicating to the necessities of the saints. Sunday: 4:30pm

Pursuing hospitality. Bless them that persecute you: Monday: 7:00am.

bless, and curse not. Rejoice with them that rejoice; 1*t Saturday: 10:30am.

weep with them that weep. - Romans 12:9-15
Confession: 30 min before Mass
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Finances: Melissa Funderburk
Choir: Leo & Carol Labrecque
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Office Hours: 10am-3pm, Mon-Fri

Adoration: Fri 10am-6:15pm
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From the Choir Loft: Sunday 1/18/26; Entr: As With Gladness Men of Old SEC 819; Asperges SEC 567; Mass XI;

Requested By
S & R Perri

B Magnusson

7:00 AM Mona Maaty
8:30 AM family

10:30 AM Pro-populo

1:00 PM Barbara Romano+ Anonymous
12:00 PM Sharon Hiel J. Simmons
7:00 AM Alan Edward Leo Barrick+ M/MT. Lynch
9:00 AM Claire Verdini+ Zilli family
7:00 AM Conversion of a loved one Anonymous
9:00 AM Carrol Gautreaux+ Steindorf family
7:00 AM legal protection of unborn children
9:00 AM Katy Madosky A. Gardner
9:00 AM Anne K Anton+ and family M. T. Anton
6:30 PM Dalia Matos a friend
9:00 AM Terry Angley B & T Shehwen
7:00 AM Danielle Milana-Hogan M & K Weber
8:30 AM Audrey Olmstead C. Olmstead
10:30 AM Pro-populo
1:00 PM John Tarpey+ W & P Griffith

1962 Liturgical Calendar
2nd Sunday after Epiphany 2
Ss. Marius, Martha, Audifax and Abachum, Martyrs
Ss. Fabian, Pope and Sebastian, Martyrs
St. Agnes, Virgin & Martyr

St. Raymund de Peaeafort, Confessor

4
3
3
Ss. Vincent and Anastasius, Martyrs 3
3
St. Timothy, Bishop & Martyr 3

2

3rd Sunday after Epiphany

SEC 740; Credo III SEC 776; Exit: Panis Angelicus SEC 895

Jacques Arcadelt: Renaissance composer, Jacques Arcadelt (c. 1507-1568), born in present-day Belgium, moved to Italy
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“If all the prayers of loving hearts from the beginning of the world,

and all the seraphic worship of the thrones and principalities of
heaven, and the burning devotion and love of the Virgin Mother of

God, and the voices of the all creatures of heaven and earth were
offered up in one universal and harmonious act of praise and
adoration, they would not equal or even approach in value and

efficacy the infinite worth of a SINGLE MASS.”

St. Canute, King & Martyr

St. Emerentiana, Virgin & Martyr

in the 1520's where he was influenced by Philippe Verdelot, an early composer of madrigals. In 1538 he moved to

Rome, having been appointed to the papal choir. During this time Arcadelt met Michelangelo, setting two of the latter's
sonnets to music. In 1551 he returned to France, where he spent the rest of his life as maitre de chapelle for Charles de

Guise, Cardinal of Lorraine. The choir sings the Ave Maria based on a work by Arcadelt at Offertory.

Prayer Corner

Weekly Schedule
Tue, Jan 20, 10:15 AM
Wed, Jan 21, 9AM-5PM

Holy Face Devotions

Day at Planned Parenthood

Please pray for: Antonio Negrin; Meadows
family; Michelle McConville; Stacy Steindorf,
Terry Angley, Amanda Smith, David Smith;

Carol Labrecque; Sarah Sturm; Robert; Wis

Youth Catechism Thur, Jan 22, 5-6 PM

2025 CATHOLIC FAITH APPEAL: THERE IS STILL TIME TO DONATE,
PLEASE DONATE NOW! We are $42,333.20 short of our goal. Make checks
payable to “Catholic Faith Appeal 2025 (or just CFA 2025); on the memo line, write
“Christ the King Sarasota” so that CtK can be credited.

9 DAYS FOR LIFE: Join Catholics nationwide in praying the 9 Days for Life novena
from January 16 - January 24. Get daily intentions, brief reflections, and more by signing
up at https://9daysforlife.com.

Catholic Days at the Capitol: Make the trip, make a difference! — Join the
Diocese of Venice in Tallahassee February 10 - 12 for Catholic Days at the Capitol! All
are welcome. Each year during the Florida legislative session, Catholics from across the
state gather in Tallahassee to bring the light of faith to the public square and promote
Catholic values through civic engagement. United with the Florida Bishops, participants
advocate for the protection of human life and dignity as lawmakers shape Florida's laws
for the common good. By making the trip to our state capitol and lifting our voices,
Catholic Days pilgrims help make a meaningful and lasting difference in the lives of all
Floridians. Register at:
https://dioceseofvenice.org/offices/offices-departments/respect-life/catholic-days-at-th
e-capitol/ Contact Tavia Ames, 941-374-1068 with questions, or for more information.
Don't miss this unique opportunity to put your faith and civic responsibility into
action!

We are preparing your 2025 contribution statements. If you have moved within
the past year, please let us know your current address. Thank you for assisting us.

Finances

Last Sunday’s collection: cash $4,912.00; on-line $890.00; CFA: $7,686.00;
Do This in Memory of Me: cash $3,045.00; online $6,549.49

CFA status at CtK as of January 10, 2026: $113,000.00 assessment;
$70,666.80 pledged (62.54% of goal); from 33.33% of 234 households;
$70,404.30. Thank you for your support!

family; McNamara family

Parish Groups
St. Joseph’s Guild

St.Theresa
Devotions Guild

Respect Life
Altar Servers
Choir

Youth Catechism
Youth Group

Holy Face
Archconfraternity

Women’s Book Club

Mass Attendance
Jan 11 - 486 souls
7am- 68

8:30 am- 111

10:30 am- 197

1:00 pm- 110
Ocala- 297


https://9daysforlife.com

