Dobbs v. Jackson - Abortion After the Overturning of Roe v. Wade

When the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade in June 2022 through Dobbs v. Jackson, many expected a
sharp national decline in abortions. Instead, while abortions fell dramatically within states that enacted bans or
severe restrictions, the total number of abortions nationwide remained steady or increased slightly. The most
significant factor has been the rapid expansion of medication abortion, particularly through telemedicine.
Abortion pills—primarily mifepristone followed by misoprostol—had already been growing. After the
decision, they became the dominant method nationwide. Medication abortion now accounts for roughly
two-thirds of all U.S. abortions, and a large and growing share of these are obtained without an in-person
clinic visit. Telehealth providers based in states with permissive abortion laws can prescribe pills remotely and
mail them to patients, including those living in states with abortion bans. “Shield laws” in several states
protect these providers from prosecution, further enabling this model. As a result, abortion access has become
less dependent on local clinics and more decentralized, making it harder for state-level bans to reduce national
totals. A second major factor is interstate travel. While abortion bans sharply reduced in-state procedures in
places like Texas or Alabama, many women traveled to nearby states where abortion remains legal. These
states experienced large increases in abortion volume as they absorbed demand from neighboring restrictive
states. These abortions are still counted in national statistics, so geographic redistribution masked declines in
banned states when looking at the country as a whole. Third, abortion-support infrastructure became more
coordinated after Dobbs. Advocacy networks, abortion funds, and providers adapted quickly, helping patients
arrange travel, lodging, funding, or telehealth access. In sum, the rise in abortion numbers after the
overturning of Roe does not indicate that abortion restrictions had no effect. They profoundly reshaped
abortion access. The result has been a transformed abortion landscape—Iess centralized, more pharmaceutical,
and more geographically polarized—keeping national numbers high while radically changing where and how
they occur. But the Supreme Court decision Dobbs v. Jackson was a very important step in the right direction,
affirming that the U.S. Constitution does not confer a right to abortion and that prior decisions recognizing
such a right were wrongly decided. As a result, the Court overruled Roe v. Wade and Planned Parenthood v.
Casey and returned authority over abortion law to the people and their elected representatives.

St. Thomas Aquinas describes human law as a tutor that leads citizens toward virtue gradually. While human
law cannot prohibit every vice, it nonetheless performs a formative role by publicly identifying certain acts as
unjust and certain goods as worthy of protection. Over time, what the law permits comes to appear morally
acceptable; what it protects comes to appear valuable; what it punishes comes to appear wrong. When law
affirms or tolerates injustice, it deforms conscience. When abortion was constitutionally protected for nearly
fifty years under Roe v. Wade, the law did far more than allow a practice. It taught, quietly but relentlessly, that
unborn human life lacked intrinsic dignity, that its destruction could be morally justified. Generations were
formed in this legal environment, and consciences were habituated to this idea. As St. Augustine warned, an
unjust law that contradicts the natural law is not morally neutral—it becomes an instrument of moral
confusion. John Paul II articulates this in Evangelium Vitae. Laws permitting abortion create “structures of
sin” that normalize grave evil and dull moral perception. The overturning of Roe in Dobbs v. Jackson
Women’s Health Organization was therefore a genuine moral and juridical good. Though we cannot expect
such a reversal, by itself, to undo decades of moral deformation, still just laws matter even when they do not
achieve immediate success. A law that protects unborn life, even imperfectly, still bears public witness to truth.
Such laws resist the complete normalization of injustice. Of course, without conversion of heart, moral
formation, sacrificial support for mothers, chastity, and a renewed understanding of responsibility and
suffering, legal victories will remain fragile. But without just laws, culture itself is taught to lie. Our Lady of
Guadalupe, pray for us!
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Masses

3rd Sunday after Epiphany

January 25, 2026 Sunday: 7:00am, 8:30am,
10:30am (high), 1:00pm

“Repay no one evil for evil, but take thought for what Monday: 12:00pm

is noble in the sight of all. If possible, so far as it Tues, Wed, Thur: 7:00am & 9:00am
depends upon you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, Friday: 9:00am & 6:30pm.

never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of Saturday: 9:00 am.

God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay,

says the Lord.” - Romans 12:17-19 Ocala:

Sunday: 4:30pm
Monday: 7:00am.
1* Saturday: 10:30am.

Secretary: Susan Hemeryck Confession: 30 min before Mass
Finances: Melissa Funderburk
Choir: Leo & Carol Labrecque Adoration: Fri 10am-6:15pm
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Office Hours: 10am-3pm, Mon-Fri
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Date and Time Mass Intention
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1-25
1-26
1-27
1-28
1-29
1-30
1-31
2-1

From the Choir Loft: Sunday 1/25/26: Entr: Alleluia, Sing to Jesus SEC 936; Asperges SEC 567; Mass IV SEC 710;

7:00 AM healing of Danielle Milana-Hogan
8:30 AM Audrey Olmstead
10:30 AM Pro-populo
1:00 PM John Tarpey+
12:00 PM Therese Phucyen Ta family
7:00 AM Christopher Cunningham
9:00 AM Janos Rebits & Anna Kozak++
7:00 AM Holy Souls in Purgatory
9:00 AM Dominic Truong+
7:00 AM Diane M. Zettlemoyer+
9:00 AM Fr. Chris Hathaway FSSP
9:00 AM Audrey Grube
6:30 PM Vincent & Ashley
9:00 AM Steve & Catherine Keenan
7:00 AM Poor Souls in Purgatory
8:30 AM Richard & Colette Denette++
10:30 AM Pro-populo
1:00 PM Andrew Kissko & Veronika Rebits++

Requested By
M & K Weber
C. Olmstead

W & P Griffith
N. Truong

L & M Fournet
R. Dobos

J. Mikluscak
K.D.
Zettlemoyer family
a tertiary
Gardner family
C. Plowman
M. Hovland

L. de Saizieu

Lawton family

R. Dobos

1962 Liturgical Calendar

Third Sunday after Epiphany
St. Polycarp, Bishop & Martyr

St. John Chrysostom, Bishop, Confessor & Doctor of the Church

St. Peter Nolasco, Confessor

St. Francis de Sales, Bishop, Confessor & Doctor of the Church

St. Martina, Virgin & Martyr
St. John Bosco, Confessor

Septuagesima Sunday

Credo III SEC 776; Exit: Alma Redemptoris SEC 947
Musical texture tends to fall into one of three categories: Monophony--a single unaccompanied melodic line (ex.

Gregorian chant). Homophony refers to a melodic part accompanied by chords. Typically all parts move in the same
rhythm. Four-part hymns (ex. Immaculate Mary, Holy God We Praise Thy Name) fall into this category. Polyphony
describes a texture with two or more separate melodic lines, each part being of equal importance. Most Renaissance

motets fall into this classification, (ex. O Magnum Mysterium by Victoria).
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“If all the prayers of loving hearts from the beginning of the world,

and all the seraphic worship of the thrones and principalities of
heaven, and the burning devotion and love of the Virgin Mother of

God, and the voices of the all creatures of heaven and earth were
offered up in one universal and harmonious act of praise and
adoration, they would not equal or even approach in value and

efficacy the infinite worth of a SINGLE MASS.”

St. Agnes, Virgin Martyr

Prayer Corner

Weekly Schedule

Please pray for: Nicole Romano, Bill Sharkoski,

Hilari Shehwen, Scott Greenwood; Antonio Negrin;

Tue, Jan 27, 10:15 AM
Tue, Jan 27, 6:30-8:00 PM

Holy Face Devotions

Women's Book Club

Meadows family; Michelle McConville; Stacy
Steindorf, Terry Angley, Amanda Smith, David

Smith; Carol Labrecque; Robert; Wis family;
McNamara family

Candlemas: The blessing of candles will take place at the beginning of the 6:30 pm
Mass on Monday, Feb 2nd. This year, we will not be selling candles; please bring your
own candles to be blessed. A table will be set up by the ambo early on the morning of
Feb. 2nd; you may place your candles there and may pick them up after they have been
blessed. Any candles still remaining in the church on Tuesday will be moved to Fausto
Hall; you may pick them up there at your convenience (please label yours with your name;
CtK is not responsible for missing candles).

Parish Directory: Our last two photo sessions will take place on Friday, Feb 6 and
Saturday, Feb 7. We need a few more volunteers to welcome our families and process
their registration paperwork. Please contact the office if you are able to help either day, for
approximately 3 %2 hours.

All of the time slots for photos are now taken. We will consider asking the company for
another date if there are enough parishioners who still desire to sign up. Please let the
office know asap if you are interested!

Catholic Days at the Capitol: Make the trip, make a difference! — Join the
Diocese of Venice in Tallahassee February 10 - 12 for Catholic Days at the Capitol! All
are welcome. Each year during the Florida legislative session, Catholics from across the
state gather in Tallahassee to bring the light of faith to the public square and promote
Catholic values through civic engagement. United with the Florida Bishops, participants
advocate for the protection of human life and dignity as lawmakers shape Florida's laws
for the common good. By making the trip to our state capitol and lifting our voices,
Catholic Days pilgrims help make a meaningful and lasting difference in the lives of all
Floridians. Register at:
https://dioceseofvenice.org/offices/offices-departments/respect-life/catholic-days-at-th
e-capitol/ Contact Tavia Ames, 941-374-1068 with questions, or for more information.
Don't miss this unique opportunity to put your faith and civic responsibility into
action!

Finances

Last Sunday’s collection: cash $6,921.50; on-line $2,997.00; CFA:
$4,577.94; Do This in Memory of Me: cash $161,400.00; online $2,195.45

CFA status at CtK as of January 17, 2026: $113,000.00 assessment;
$75,244.74 pledged (66.59% of goal); from 34.62% of 234 households;
$74,982.24. Thank you for your support!

Parish Groups
St. Joseph’s Guild

St.Theresa
Devotions Guild

Respect Life
Altar Servers
Choir

Youth Catechism
Youth Group

Holy Face
Archconfraternity

Women’s Book Club

Mass Attendance
Jan 18 - 475 souls
Tam- 77

8:30 am- 135

10:30 am- 179

1:00 pm- 84

Ocala- 345



