Dom Prosper Gueranger - on the 3rd Sunday of Advent, Gaudete Sunday

Today, again, the Church is full of joy, and the joy is greater than it was. It is true that her Lord has not come;
but she feels that He is nearer than before, and therefore she thinks it just to lessen somewhat the austerity of
this penitential season by the innocent cheerfulness of her sacred rites. And first, this Sunday has had the name
of Gaudete given to it, from the first word of the Introit; it also is honoured with those impressive exceptions
which belong to the fourth Sunday of Lent, called Laetare. The organ is played at the Mass; the vestments are
rose-colour. How touching are all these usages wherewith the Church so beautifully blends together the
unalterable strictness of the dogmas of faith and the graceful poetry of the formulae of her liturgy. Let us enter
into her spirit, and be glad on this third Sunday of her Advent, because our Lord is now so near unto us.
Tomorrow we will resume our attitude of servants mourning for the absence of their Lord and waiting for
Him; for every delay, however short, is painful and makes love sad.

Nothing is more just than that we rejoice in the Lord. Both the prophet and the apostle excite us to desire the
Saviour, both of them promise us peace. Therefore, let us not be solicitous: the Lord is nigh; nigh to His
Church, and nigh to each of our souls. Who can be near so burning a fire, and yet be cold? Do we not feel that
He is coming to us, in spite of all obstacles? He will let nothing be a barrier between Himself and us, neither
His own infinite high majesty, nor our exceeding lowliness, nor our many sins. Yet a little while, and He will
be with us. Let us go out to meet Him by these prayers and supplications, and thanksgiving which the apostle
recommends to us. Let our zeal to unite ourselves with our holy mother the Church become more than ever
fervent: now every day her prayers will increase in intense earnestness, and her longings after Him, who is her
light and her love, will grow more ardent...There hath stood One in the midst of you, whom you know not,
says Saint John the Baptist to them that were sent by the Jews. So that our Lord may be near, He may even
have come, and yet by some be not known! This Lamb of God is the holy Precursor’s consolation: he
considers it a singular privilege to be but the voice, which cries out to men to prepare the way of the
Redeemer. In this, St. John is the type of the Church, and of all such as seek Jesus. St. John is full of joy
because the Saviour has come: but the men around him are as indifferent as though they neither expected nor
wanted a Saviour. This is the third week of Advent; and are all hearts excited by the great tidings told them by
the Church, that the Messias is near at hand? They that love Him not as their Saviour, do they fear Him as their
Judge? Are the crooked ways being made straight, and the hills being brought low? Are Christians seriously
engaged in removing from their hearts the love of riches and the love of sensual pleasures? There is no time to
lose: the Lord is nigh! If these lines should come under the eye of any of those Christians who are in this state
of sinful indifference, we would conjure them to shake off their lethargy, and render themselves worthy of the
visit of the divine Infant: such a visit will bring them the greatest consolation here, and give them confidence
hereafter, when our Lord will come to judge all mankind. Send Thy grace, O Jesus, still more plentifully into
their hearts; ‘compel them to go in,” and permit not that it be said of the children of the Church, as St. John
said of the Synagogue: There standeth in the midst of you One, whom you know not.

During the Offertory the faithful should unite in the prayer of the Church, and beg that the captivity in which
our sins hold us may be brought to an end, and that the divine Deliverer may come.

Capital Campaign - “Do This in Memory of Me”: Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, Thank you very
much for your generosity! For those who have not yet pledged, please consider doing so. Please keep
praying our campaign prayer to St. Joseph! Yours in Christ, - Fr. Huber
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3rd Sunday of Advent

“Gaudete Sunday”
December 14, 2025

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I say,
rejoice. Let your modesty be known to all men.
The Lord is nigh. Be nothing solicitous, but in
everything, by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, let your petitions be made known
to God. And the peace of God, which surpasseth
all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in
Christ Jesus.” - Philippians 4:4-7
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Sunday: 7:00am, 8:30am,
10:30am (high), 1:00pm

Monday: 12:00pm

Tues, Wed, Thur: 7:00am & 9:00am
Friday: 9:00am & 6:30pm.
Saturday: 9:00 am.

Ocala:

Sunday: 4:30pm
Monday: 7:00am.

1* Saturday: 10:30am.

Confession: 30 min before Mass

Adoration: Fri 10am-6:15pm
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Date and Time Mass Intention

12-14

12-15

12-16

12-17

12-18

12-19

12-20

12-21

7:00 AM Natalie Lima Hall
8:30 AM Elizabeth Steindorf

10:30 AM Pro-populo
1:00 PM Beggy family

12:00 PM Tom & Cynthia Flamminio
7:00 AM Kenneth Zilli+  not at CtK
9:00 AM Catherine Perry+
7:00 AM Special Intention not at CtK
9:00 AM Joseph Hungyen Ta
7:00 AM Cecilia & Ata  not at CtK
9:00 AM Terry Angley
9:00 AM Carmine Romano+
6:30 PM Poor Souls in Purgatory++
9:00 AM M/M Cesar Cortes-Barca
7:00 AM Thomas J. Perri+

Requested By
Dave & Tillie
S. Steindorf

R. Emmons
M. Pruitt
Zilli family
R. Loperfido
N. Weber

N. Truong

Plowman family

A.M. Cunningham

Anonymous
L. de Saizieu
M/M C. Barca
S. & R. Perri

8:30 AM Wladyslaw & Stanislawa Bednarz++ Wojtek

10:30 AM Pro-populo
1:00 PM Tim Steindorf+

B. & M. Kuziel

1962 Liturgical Calendar

12-14 3rd Sunday of Advent

12-15 Feria of Advent

12-16 St. Eusebius, Bishop and Martyr
12-17 Ember Wednesday of Advent

12-18 Major Feria of Advent

12-19 Ember Friday of Advent
12-20 Ember Saturday of Advent
12-21 4th Sunday of Advent
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“If all the prayers of loving hearts from the beginning of the world,

and all the seraphic worship of the thrones and principalities of
heaven, and the burning devotion and love of the Virgin Mother of

God, and the voices of the all creatures of heaven and earth were
offered up in one universal and harmonious act of praise and

Feria of Advent

From the Choir Loft: Sunday 12/14: Entr: Hark a Herald Voice is Calling SEC 795; Asperges SEC 567;
Mass XVII SEC 762; Credo I SEC 768; Exit: On Jordan's Bank SEC 800

Hymn (part 3) -- ¢. 1600 - present: This period saw the development of the congregational hymn most familiar to us
today--such as today's entrance and exit hymns. Structurally these hymns consist of three parts: 1) metrical lyrics, 2) a tune that fits
the meter of the lyrics, and 3) four-part (SATB) harmonization. Below the title of the hymn is listed the name of the tune. E.g., the
tune for # 936, Alleluia, Sing to Jesus is HYFRYDOL. But HYFRYDOL can also be (# 943) Love Divine, All Loves Excelling!
REGENT SQUARE is the tune for (# 944) Christ is Made the Sure Foundation, but it is also familiar as Angels from the Realms of
Glory! So we see that the same hymn tune can be used for any text which fit its meter.

adoration, they would not equal or even approach in value and

efficacy the infinite worth of a SINGLE MASS.”

Prayer Corner
Please pray for: Stacy Steindorf, Terry Angley,
Amanda Smith, David Smith, Jahn family; Michael
Lieby; Deana Meadows, Pat Meadows; Cindy
Thompson; Tocher family; Frank Burns; Carol
Labrecque; Sarah Sturm; Robert; Wis family;
McNamara family

Weekly Schedule
Holy Face Devotions Tues, Dec 16, 10:15 am
Archconf. of the Holy Face  Tues, Dec. 16, 6:30 pm
CtK at Planned Parenthood =~ Weds, Dec 17, 9am-5pm
St. Joseph Guild Thurs, Dec 18, 6:30 pm

Join us after the 10:30 Mass for a potluck in honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe!

Fr. Eichman will be on retreat this week until December 19th. There is no daily 7am

Mass at CtK until he returns; Father takes those intentions with him. Parish Groups

CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATE: Volunteers are available outside today to help St. Joseph’s Guild

schedule your family for their portrait time. Each family photographed receives a St.Theresa
complimentary 8x10 portrait and a complimentary directory (sample directories can be
seen at the appointment table). We still need a few more volunteers to assist during
photography sessions (January 2-3 and February 6-7, 2026). Please contact the office
this week to volunteer to be a part of this project. Thank you!

Devotions Guild
Respect Life

Altar Servers
Please sign up for CtK day at Planned Parenthood on Wednesday, December 17, from 9am

to Spm. Sign-up sheet and information packets are in the vestibule. Questions? Call Dalia Choir

at 570-579-5390.
Youth Catechism

THE TAMPA MARCH FOR LIFE will be held on Saturday, January 17th, from

Sacred Heart Catholic Church to Perry Harvey Sr. Park. The CtK Respect Life Group will Youth Group
sponsor a bus for our parish, IF we get 50 parishioners to ride with us. Mass will be
offered here at CtK at 7:00 am; the bus leaves at 8:30 am and returns at 3pm. The event is
open for all ages. Minors must be accompanied by their parent. Please sign-up ASAP in
the vestibule or via Flocknote: https://ctksarasota.flocknote.com/signup/234730
Questions? Contact Dalia at matosdalia@yahoo.com or 570-579-5390

Holy Face
Archconfraternity

Women’s Book Club

Confirmation this year will be on Pentecost Thursday, May 28th, 2026. Please contact
the office if you would like to be confirmed. The child must be at least 15 years of age.

1st Holy Communion will be the Feast of Corpus Christi, June 7,
2026. If it is possible your child might receive 1st Communion,
please click here or use the QR code to Pre-Register your child.

Finances
Mass Attendance

Last Sunday’s collection: cash $3,887.00; on-line $4,404.00; Immaculate Dec 7 - 481 souls
Conception collection: $1,617.00; CFA: $1,075.00; Do This in Memory of 7am- 53

Me: cash $56,970.00; online $12,366.98 8:30 am- 150
10:30 am- 185

CFA status at CtK as of December 6, 2025: $113,000.00 assessment; 1:00 pm- 93

$58,525.80 pledged (51.79% of goal); from 27.31% of 227 households; Ocala- 273

$57,032.19 paid. Thank you for your support!
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