The O Antiphons: The Church enters on the seven days which precede the Vigil of Christmas ... Advent
...becomes more solemn...Every day, at Vespers, is sung a solemn antiphon, consisting of a fervent prayer to
the Messiah, whom it addresses by one of the titles given Him in the sacred Scriptures. The canonical Hour of
Vespers has been selected as the most appropriate time for this solemn supplication to our Saviour, because, as
the Church sings in one of her hymns, it was in the evening of the world (vergente mundi vespere) that the
Messiah came amongst us. These antiphons are sung at the Magnificat, to show us that the Saviour whom we
expect is to come to us by Mary...these admirable antiphons, which contain the whole pith of the Advent
liturgy, are accompanied by a chant replete with melodious gravity. Let us enter into the spirit of the Church;
let us reflect on the great day which is coming; that thus we may take our share in these the last and most
earnest solicitations of the Church imploring her Spouse to come, to which He at length yields.

Dec. 21, O’ Oriens (O Radiant Dawn), Isaiah 9:1.: “O Dawn, splendor of eternal light, and sun of justice, come,
and shine on those seated in darkness, and in the shadow of death.” 0 Jesus, divine Sun! Thou art coming to
snatch us from eternal night! But Thou puttest our faith to the test, before showing Thyself in all Thy
brightness. Thou hidest Thy rays, until the time decreed by Thy heavenly Father comes, in which all Thy
beauty will break upon the world. O divine Orient! Oh! increase our faith, but increase, too, our love. Dearest
Jesus!, we kiss the footsteps of her that carries Thee in her womb; we will not leave Thee, until we arrive
together with Thee at Bethlehem, that house of bread, where, at last, our eyes will see Thee, O splendour of
eternal light, our Lord and our God!

Dec. 22, O’ Rex Gentium (O King of the Nations), Isaiah 2:4.: “King of the Gentiles and their desired One, the
Cornerstone that makes both one; Come, and deliver man, whom You formed out of the dust of the earth.” O
King of nations! Thou art approaching still nigher to Bethlehem, where Thou art to be born. O Thou the
Desired of nations! Thou longest for that happy birth, which is to give to the earth its Saviour, and to men
that corner-stone, which will unite them all into one family. Come speedily, we beseech Thee, come and save
us, for we are dear to Thee, as creatures that have been formed by Thy divine hands.

Dec. 23, O’ Emmanuel (O God with Us), Isaiah 7:14.: “O Emmanuel, God with us, our King and Lawgiver, the
expected of the nations and their Savior: Come to save us, O Lord our God.” Thou enterest today the city of
Thy predilection, the city in which Thou hast placed Thy temple—Jerusalem. Thy blessed Mother and Joseph
her spouse would not lose the opportunity of visiting the temple, there to offer to the Lord their prayers and
adoration. They enter; and then, for the first time, is accomplished the prophecy of Haggai, that great shall
be the glory of this last house more than of the first; for this second temple has now standing within it an ark
of the Covenant more precious than was that which Moses built; and within this ark, which is Mary, is
contained the God whose presence makes her the holiest of sanctuaries. The Lawgiver Himself is in this
blessed ark, and not merely, as in that of old, the tablet of stone on which the Law was graven. The visit paid,
our living ark descends the steps of the temple, and sets out once more for Bethlehem, where other
prophecies are to be fulfilled. And now, the hour is near; all is ready for Thy birth; come then, and save us;
come, that Thou mayst not only be called our Emmanuel, but our Jesus, that is, He that saves us.

Capital Campaign - “Do This in Memory of Me”: Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, Thank you very
much for your generosity! For those who have not yet pledged, please consider doing so. Please keep
praying our campaign prayer to St. Joseph! Yours in Christ, - Fr. Huber
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“Drop down dew, ye heavens, from above, and Friday: 9:00am & 6:30pm.

let the clouds rain the just: let the earth be Saturday: 9:00 am.
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Monday: 7:00am.
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Date and Time Mass Intention

12-21

12-22

12-23

12-24

12-25

12-26

12-27

12-28

7:00 AM Thomas J. Perri+
8:30 AM Wiladyslaw & Stanislawa Bednarz++
10:30 AM Pro-populo
1:00 PM Tim Steindorf+
12:00 PM Stanley Shenko+
7:00 AM Cecilia Passo+
9:00 AM Nancy Zilli
7:00 AM Antonio DeGaetano & companions
9:00 AM Lauren Gier
12:00 AM Pro-populo
8:30 AM Benefactors
10:30 AM All unborn babies
9:00 AM Virginia Strong+
6:30 PM Michael Roberts+
9:00 AM Fr. John Kodet, FSSP
7:00 AM Susanne Perri
8:30 AM Jason Gedmin
10:30 AM Pro-populo
1:00 PM Special Intention

Requested By
S. & R. Perri
Wojtek

B. & M. Kuziel

B. Rodriguez

T. & M. Ruane

Zilli family

your brothers in Christ

Mom & Dad Gier

Fr. V. Huber

Marchand family
MIJ & L. Sciscenti
G. Beggy

R. Perri

K. Gedmin

M/M J.P. Marchand

1962 Liturgical Calendar

12-21 4th Sunday of Advent

12-22 Major Feria of Advent

12-23 Major Feria of Advent

12-24 Vigil of Christmas

12-25 The Nativity of Our Lord

12-26 St. Stephen, Deacon & Protomartyr
12-27 St. John the Evangelist, Apostle
12-28 Sunday in the Octave of Christmas

v
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W Holy Innocents, Martyrs

“If all the prayers of loving hearts from the beginning of the world, and all
the seraphic worship of the thrones and principalities of heaven, and the

R Day in the Octave of Christmas
W Day in the Octave of Christmas

burning devotion and love of the Virgin Mother of God, and the voices of the

all creatures of heaven and earth were offered up in one universal and

harmonious act of praise and adoration, they would not equal or even

approach in value and efficacy the infinite worth of a SINGLE MASS.”

From the Choir Loft: Sunday 12/21: Entr: Creator of the Stars of Night SEC 799; Asperges SEC 567; Mass XVII

SEC 762; Credo I SEC 768; Exit: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel SEC 797; Tomas I uis de Victoria (c. 1548-1611) was
the foremost Spanish composer of the Counter-Reformation. The choir will sing his 1572 motet, O Magnum Mysterium,
one of the most beautiful settings of the Matins text from Christmas. Imagine the shepherds entering the stable in quiet
wonder, being careful not to wake the baby Jesus...O great Mystery and admirable Sacrament; That animals should see

the newborn Lord lying in a manger!; O Blessed Virgin, whose womb was worthy to bear Christ the Lord! Alleluia.

Prayer Corner
Please pray for: Stacy Steindorf, Terry Angley,

Weekly Schedule
Holy Face Devotions Tues, Dec 23, 10:15 am
Traditional Wine Blessing Sat, Dec 27, 10:00 am

Amanda Smith, David Smith, Jahn family; Michael
Lieby; Deana Meadows, Pat Meadows; Cindy
Thompson; Tocher family; Frank Burns; Carol

Labrecque; Sarah Sturm; Robert; Wis family;
McNamara family

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES: Midnight, 8:30am, 10:30am;

MIDNIGHT MASS: Carols outside at 11pm, Choir sings at 11:30pm; Mass begins at
Midnight. Entr: Adeste Fideles, #804; Mass I1, #700; Credo II1, #776; Exit: Angels We
Have Heard on High, #3812

Youth Group Event: Saturday, Dec 27, 2-4pm, ice-skating party at Ellenton Ice and
Sports Complex, 5309 29th St E, Ellenton, FL. 34222, The whole family is welcome to
come and ice skate! The parish has paid for the time on the ice. You will have to bring
skates or rent them yourself when you arrive. You are welcome to invite other parish
families. Anyone under 18 years old must always have a parent present. Kids cannot
be dropped off and picked up later.

CHURCH DIRECTORY INFO: The entire process takes 45 minutes to one hour.
Each family photographed receives a complimentary 8x10 portrait to be sent postage free
to their home. Plus, they receive a complimentary directory. We still need a few more
volunteers to assist during photography sessions (January 2-3 and February 6-7, 2026).
Please contact the office this week to volunteer to be a part of this project. Thank you!

THE TAMPA MARCH FOR LIFE will be held on Saturday, January 17th, from
Sacred Heart Catholic Church to Perry Harvey Sr. Park. The CtK Respect Life Group will
sponsor a bus for our parish, IF we get 50 parishioners to ride with us. Mass will be
offered here at CtK at 7:00 am; the bus leaves at 8:30 am and returns at 3pm. The event is
open for all ages. Minors must be accompanied by their parent. Please sign-up ASAP in
the vestibule or via Flocknote: https://ctksarasota.flocknote.com/signup/234730
Questions? Contact Dalia at matosdalia@yahoo.com or 570-579-5390

The Blessing of Wine on the Feast of St. John the Evangelist (December 27) - “The

Apostle John, when he was forced by the priests of Diana to drink poison, made the sign of

the cross and remained unharmed.” - St. Isidore of Seville (1 636); You may bring a
bottle of wine to Mass on December 27 to be blessed afterwards in the parish hall.
The wine may be drunk that day, saved and used on special occasions. or shared
with guests as a sacramental reminder of Christian friendship and charity.

Finances

Last Sunday’s collection: cash $4,006.35; on-line $715.00; CFA: $1,250.00;
Do This in Memory of Me: cash $6,295.00; online $1,101.99

CFA status at CtK as of December 13, 2025: $113,000.00 assessment;
$59,575.80 pledged (52.72% of goal); from 28.19% of 227 households;
$58,282.19 paid. Thank you for your support!

Parish Groups
St. Joseph’s Guild

St.Theresa
Devotions Guild

Respect Life
Altar Servers
Choir

Youth Catechism
Youth Group

Holy Face
Archconfraternity

Women’s Book Club

Mass Attendance
Dec 14 - 488 souls
7am- 62

8:30 am- 115

10:30 am- 217

1:00 pm- 94

Ocala- 334



