On Ascension Thursday & Us
Suppose we consider the day our Lord ascended into heaven & us.

This day, St John Chrysostom says, reveals the great & wonderful munificence of God:
“The day all mankind was restored to God. The day, the long warfare, the prolonged
estrangement, was ended. The day a wonderful peace returned to us: a peace we had not
expected.”

Indeed, who would ever have thought that man would be treated so honorably? This nature

which, at one time, was deemed unworthy to exist, had became worse than beasts, had
done incredible cruelty to its Maker, is, today, brought to the highest heavens.

Recall, the time when God vented to destroy the whole human race. Now what God
created, “man,” is good, indeed very good, but when this nature corrupted itself, God
repented he had ever made this very good thing: “I will destroy man, whom I have created,
from the face of the earth; from man even to the beasts, for it repents me that [ have made
them.” (Gen. 6:7) But God spoke thus to show his great displeasure at mankind’s sins; he
spoke as to correct man, lest a worse misfortune overtake him than physical death.

Recall, mankind did amend, for a time, before relapsing into his former ways, becoming
beasts, even less than beasts. Man became “compared to senseless beasts and made like
unto them.” (Ps 48:21) But to become senseless is beneath the nature of man, created in
the image & likeness of God, it is a perversion that rational man act like an irrational
creature. Again, man fell lower than beasts; beasts are supposed to be senseless, but not
man: “The ox knows his master, and the ass his master’s crib: but Israel has not known
me.” (Is 1:3) Indeed, man become unmanly as to need instruction from an ant: “Go to the
ant; consider her ways & learn her wisdom.” (Pr. 6:6) Even worse, St. John says of this
nature: “For you are children of the devil.” (Jn 8:44); nor forget that in the rite of Baptism
the cute infant is termed: “a child of wrath.”

Recall, to rescue mankind from his terrible condition, God sent a mediator, not anyone,
not a holy man or seraph, but his only beloved Son, to bridge the terrible gap between a
thrice holy God & a wicked mankind, to reconcile the two parties at odds. This Son takes
upon himself a human nature; he becomes one with man; even the guilt of this nature he
takes upon himself; this Same is wounded anew by his creature; he Who came to befriend
mankind is slain by him. Oh joy! But he Who suffered, died & was buried, rose from the
dead and ascended into heaven with his newly glorified nature, where he now sits beside
God the Father in the likeness of man.

Truly, Ascension Thursday manifests the wonderful munificence of God. Our nature,
once deemed worthless & perverse of all creatures, is raised, this day, above every
creature. This nature, at one time meriting destruction, measuring less than beasts, is
assumed into heaven, beyond the realms of angels, to sit at the right hand of God.

To end, this is a great day. Today, we see God’s great love for man & man’s great value
in himself. The Lord says, “the very hairs of your head are numbered” (Lk 12:7) God
counts each hair of man as even our smallest trifles concern him; he numbers each strand
as he values every part of us. Let us never forget these important lessons from this
important day.
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Liturgical Calendar for the Upcoming Week

DATE FEAST CLASS/COLOR
COMMEMORATION

Sun 06-01 Sunday after the Ascension 2/W

Mon 06-02 Ss Marcellinus, Peter, & Erasmus, Bishops, Martyrs ~ 4/R

Tues 06-03 Feria of Ascension 4/W

Wed 06-04 St Francis Caracciolo, Confessor 3/W ¢ o -
Thu 06-05 St Boniface, Bishop & Martyr 3/W e S
Fri 06-06 Sacred Heart of Jesus 4/R “g}’f\]()rbéﬁ’
Sat 06-07 Vigil of Pentecost 3/W

Sun 06-08 Pentecost Sunday 1/R

Mass Intentions for the Upcoming Week in Sarasota

(7 am) Barrett Baldwin rb D&B Matthews
(8:30 am) Mr Suka & family rb Joe
(10:30 am) Pro-populo

Sun 06-01

(12:30 pm) Intentions of the Pastor rb a tertiary
Mon 06-02 (12 noon) Chase Storch rb Gedmin family
Tues 06-03 (7 am) Alfred Keenan+ rb S Keenan

(9 am) Rita Tomaselli healing rb Mom & Dad

Wed 06-04 (7 am) Francis J Kramer & Andrew Kramer++ rb C Kramer
(9 am) Karen Joanne (Paice) Raterink+ rb S Gordon
Thu 06-05 (7 am) David Sewell rb his mother

(9 am) Mary Jo Bordenave+ rb K Kirsch & B Blake
Fri 06-06 (9 am) Sally Matus+ b A Nicholas

(6:30 pm) Mary Pruitt rb K Chagnon
Sat 06-07 (9 am) Kurt Rybarczyk+ b Gedmin family
Sun 06-08 (7 am) Pro-Fraternitas Sacerdotalis Sancti Petri

(8:30 am) H Dinh rb K Dinh
(10:30 am) Pro-populo

(12:30 pm) Josephine Moloney+ rb K Kirsch & B Blake

Today’s 10:30 am Mass, Entr: Regina Caeli, #954; Exit: O Sacrament Most
Holy, #903

Please pray for: Mark McAllister, Eric & Lora Williamson (6/01); Peggy Lawton
(2/25); Cindy Zoglmann (5/11); Mendez family (5/4).

The Easter Season ends after None of Ember Saturday (June 14), and the Time
after Pentecost begins with the First Vespers of Trinity Sunday (June 15).

This week, Monday, St Theresa Devotions Guild (hall & chapel,1-3 pm), Vespers
(4:30 pm); Tuesday, Holy Face devotions (10:15 am); Thursday, staff meeting (3
pm), Vespers (4:30 pm), Adoration (5-8 pm), Confession Mass (5:30-6:30 pm);
First Friday, Mass & devotions (9 am), Vespers (4:30 pm), Holy Hour (5:30 pm),
Mass (6:30 pm); First Saturday, Mass & devotions (9 am), Vespers (4:30 pm),
Ocala- Mass & devotions (10:30 am).

CFA status at CtK as of May 24, 2025: $113,000.00 assessment; $39,266.80
pledged (34.75% of goal); from 18.67% of 225 households; $23,392.36 paid. (from
dioceseofvenice.org) Thank you for your support!

CtK will host its 1st Holy Communion Day on Sunday, June 22 at the 10:30 am
Mass. If your child is willing & ready to receive this Sacrament, please let the
office know by June 8th. We have a letter for you telling you what we need from
you.

Last Sunday’s Collection: cash $3,767.10; on-line $1,195.00. CFA $125.00.
Do This in Memory of Me: cash $19,134.00; online $3,514.01.
Total souls: 424: 7 am-52; 8:30 am-120; 10:30 am-150; 12:30 pm-102; Ocala-295

Heads-Up, Fr Hathaway will take vacation/priest retreat from Monday, June 16 to
Thursday, July 3, leaving you alone in the capable hands of Fr Huber; be easy on
him.

Gn How the Word of God is to be Received \

My dear brethren, tell me, which to you seems the greater, the word of God, or the
Body of Christ? If you wish to say what is true you will have to answer that the
word of God is not less than the Body of Christ. Therefore, just as when the Body
of Christ is administered to us, what care do we not use so that nothing of it falls
from our hands to the ground, so should we with equal care see that the word of
God which is being imparted to us shall not be lost on our soul, while we speak or
think of something else. For he who listens carelessly to the word of God is not

less guilty than he who through his own inattention suffers the Body of Christ to
fall to the ground. ~ St. Caesarius, Bishop of Arles J

Dear Faithful of Christ the King, 6/01/25
Thank you for your continued prayers, donations & pledges in support of our
building project Do This in Memory of Me.

On July 8, CtK presents its building plans before the Board of County
Commissioners. Keep this in your prayers. After this, we will represent to the
Bishop for his final approval.

Thank you for your patience.
And thank you, St Joseph, for hearing us!

God bless you, frh




