St. Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr - and the Holy Grail

Tradition tells us that St. Lawrence was born of Orentius and Patientia, both martyrs, in the city of
Huesca, Spain. In the year 257, St. Lawrence was appointed by Pope St. Sixtus II as the first of the
seven deacons who served the church of Rome. He was the most important of the deacons,
entrusted with the treasury and riches of the Church and with the distribution of alms among the
poor. The following year, the Emperor Valerian issued an edict ordering the immediate death of all
bishops, priests, and deacons. Pope St. Sixtus II was captured and beheaded on August 6, 258 with
the other six deacons. With the death of Pope Sixtus II, the prefect of Rome summoned St.
Lawrence and demanded that he turn over the riches of the Church. St. Lawrence asked for three
days to gather them, and during this time, he worked swiftly to distribute as much Church property
to the poor as possible, in order to prevent its being seized by the prefect. He then invited all the
poor, lame, beggars, orphans, widows, elderly, blind, and lepers whom he assisted, and on the third
day, he appeared before the prefect. He presented to him the poor and the sick he had congregated
and said, “This is the Church’s treasure!” This infuriated the greedy pagan who sentenced him to a
slow, cruel death by roasting on a gridiron. In the midst of his atrocious sufferings, by the strength
of God’s grace, he managed to say, “Turn me over. [ am done on this side.” Several senators who
were present at his death were so powerfully moved by his heroic fortitude and piety that they
became Christians on the spot. These noblemen took the martyr’s body and gave it an honorable
burial in the Veran field, near the road to Tivoli, on the 10th of August, 258. Within 50 years of his
martyrdom, the Christian Emperor Constantine had a patriarchal church built over his tomb, the site
now known as the Basilica of St. Lawrence Outside the Walls. Amongst the treasures of the Church
entrusted to St. Lawrence was the Holy Grail, the chalice used by Our Lord at the Last Supper. To
protect this precious relic from the prefect of Rome, St. Lawrence entrusted it to a friend, the
Spanish soldier Proselius, whom he knew would travel back to Huesca and asked him to give to his
parents for safe keeping. In turn, St. Lawrence’s family sent the Holy Chalice to the monastery of
San Juan de la Pefia (north of Huesca) for preservation and veneration. In 1399, the relic was
handed over to the King of Aragon, Martin “The Human” who kept it in the Royal Palace of
Zaragoza and then in the Royal Palace of Barcelona in 1410 when he died. Towards 1424, his
successor King Alfonso the Magnanimous kept it in the Valencia Palace. Because of his stay in
Naples, it was given with the rest of the royal relics to the Valencia Cathedral in 1437. Since the
15th century, the Holy Grail has been kept and venerated in the Cathedral of Valencia and it was
carried during the procession of Holy Thursday up to the 18th century. During the Napoleonic
Wars, between 1809 and 1813, the chalice was taken to Alicante, Ibiza and Palma de Mallorca,
escaping from Napoleonic invaders. During the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939), it was hidden in the
city of Carlet, south of Valencia. Today, traditions tell us the Holy Grail is located and venerated in
a special chapel in the cathedral of Valencia in Spain. (cf. St. Laurence and The Holy Grail, by
Janice Bennett)
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“No temptation has overtaken you that is not
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Date and Time Mass Intentions Requested By
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7:00 AM | Pro-Fraternitas Sacerdotalis Sancti Petri § § v 3 Weekly Schedule Prayer Corner
' ro-Traternitas sacerdofans sanctt et S8 5=, . Please pray for: Bill & Barbara Wis;
A 0l s 8:30 AM |Jean M. Marchand+ Marchand family § I i Ng 2 Holy Face devotions Tues, Aug 12, 10am Eric & Lora Williamson; Carol & Leo
u un - )
8 10:30 AM | Pro-populo § § § g E Women’s Book Club Tues, Aug 12, 6:30pm LaBrecque; McNamara family
=TER"S
12:30 PM |(No Mass) S8 §
v . . . .
Aug 11 | Mon 12:00 PM|Fr. Chris Hathaway, FssP T & B. Shehwen g ?0 § 2 5 The Feast of the Assumption, Friday A}lgust 15th, is a HOLY DAY Parish Groups
700 AMIM T T < £ g ‘i OF OBLIGATION! The Mass schedule is 7:00am, 9:00am, & 6:30pm
0 reen n+ o n = = . . 2 1
Aug 12 | Tue e e i S§5535S (high); (6:00pm in Ocala) St. Joseph’s Guild
9:00 AM | Claire Verdini K. Zilli S S = SUTh
S S . t.Theresa’s Prayer
7:00 AM | Lorant Szabo+ A. Devore SsS 5 s = The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed after the 9am Mass on the Feast . Y
Aug 13 | Wed B E 3N . . . ) Guild
9:00 AM | Parents ++ K. Dinh 0SS 8 E of the Assumption, August 15th, until 5:30pm. Please sign up in the
RS = : .
7:00 AM [Suzan Kelly+ A. Nicholas S §= oS vestibule! Respect Life
Avg I AM | Raphael & Victoire Brunmauld des Houl L. de Saizi 5530
: e t S . SIS . . .. .
® d‘? one PrmAne Ty o e. ey S é i S & Christ the King welcomes Tom Flamminio to the staff. Tom will be Altar Servers
7:00 AM |Intentions of the Pastor a tertiary § : : ’S S working part time as our maintenance man! .
Aug 15 | Fri 9:00 AM | Christophe, Agathe, Leon, Marceau de Saizieu L. de Saizieu § :§ .§ S % Choir
6:30 PM | Pro Populo “':\ Ng :E § g Due to sustained attendance numbers, the 12:30pm Mass will come Youth Catechism
ST =< back Sunday August 24th, but the time will be 1:00pm going forward!
Aug | 16 | Sat |  9:00 AM|Claire Zilli Verdini+ Zilli family SSS3 8 unday Augt . Wi be L TP SOME TorW
< XS8T To repeat, the 12:30pm Sunday Mass will now be at 1:00pm. Youth Group
7:00 AM [Kevin Weber M. Weber oS =
S S &S
8:30 AM [John Plowman C. Plowman &8s S § < Holy Face
A 17 Q S .
ug Sun 10:30 AM | Pro-populo S S9E S Archconfraternity
ES§5s g
: 2 9xs 8 °S . . -
12:30 PM (No Mass) S § 2 S Capital Campaign - “Do This in Memory of Me”
ARSI
= N S
ARSI
= E E= § § Dear Faithful of Christ the King,
= S S SN Thank you for your continued prayers, donations & pledges in support of our building project,
“Do This in Memory of Me.” Please keep praying our campaign prayer to St. Joseph!
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Huber
1962 Liturgical Calendar
Aug 10 Sun Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 2 G  St. Laurence
Aug 11 Mon Feria 4 G  Ss Tiburtius & Susanna
Aug 12 Tues St. Clare, Virgin 3 w Mass
Aug 13 Wed Feria 4 G Ss Hippolytus & Cassian Last Sunday’s Collection: cash $3,755.57; on-line $4,075.00. CFA $294.00 Attendance Aug
- . . 3 - 471 souls
Aug 14 Thur Vigil of the Assumption 2 R Do This in Memory of Me: cash $3,830.00; online $3,194.73 7am-52
Aug 15 Fri The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 1 W 8:30 am-144
. . CFA status at CtK as of August 2, 2025: $113,000.00 assessment; :
St. Joachim, Father of the Blessed Virgin 10:30 am-275
Aug 16 Sat My w $46,020.80 pledged (40.73% of goal); from 22.32% of 225 households; Ocala-326
. . . '
Aug 17 Sun  Tenth Sunday after Pentecost ’ G $35,020.25 paid. (from dioceseofvenice.org) Thank you for your support!




