The Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Today is the feast of the exaltation of the Holy Cross, which is a distinct feast from the finding of the true
Cross by St. Helena, commemorated in March. This feast commemorates the victory of the Eastern Roman
Empire over the Persians in the 7th century, and the recovery and return of the cross to Jerusalem. In most
Traditional Missals there will be a short description of the event, that Heraclius, the Roman Emperor in
Constantinople, could not enter the city with the cross because of some spiritual force which stopped him.
When he asked the bishop, he was told that it was because he was dressed in kingly robes. To enter, he had
to dress in rags, so as to not carry the cross into Jerusalem in a manner above our Lord who carried it in rags.
After that he was able to carry the cross in. In the year 570, the Roman Emperor in Constantinople, Maurice,
supported Khusru to the throne in Persia, and gave Byzantine aid to his cause. Khusru showed his gratitude
by ending the war with Constantinople, and ceded to the Eastern Empire half of Armenia, which had long
been disputed. After hundreds of years there was peace between with Persia. Then something else
happened. In the year 602, The emperor Maurice was overthrown, and replaced by Phocas, a centurion who
was selected by the troops present. He was little more than a monster, who murdered all of Maurice’s family
save a few, and was a completely inept leader. He was entirely ineffectual against incursions by Avars, Slavs
and assorted steppe peoples, emptied the treasury and brought the Eastern Empire to near destruction. He
was unable to restore order when Monophysite mobs rose all over Syria and Egypt and killed orthodox
bishops, replacing them with heretics. Theodosius, a surviving member of Maurice’s family, escaped to
Persia to Maurice’s friend and ally, Khusru. Now, politically, he could march on Phocas and the Eastern
Empire as Theodosius’ champion, much as Maurice had done for him and reestablish ancient Persia. Under
Khusru the Persians invaded the Levant and took every city from Antioch to Alexandria, including Jerusalem
in 608. They took the true Cross from the basilica of the Holy Sepulcher, and brought it back with them to
Persia, and were prepared to march on Constantinople. It appeared as if the Eastern Empire was to be
destroyed. However, there was Africa, where St. Augustine lived and preached and which Justinian’s able
general, Belisarius, had recovered a century earlier. Its general, Heraclius was a pious man, fully orthodox,
and in 610 he set sail for Constantinople with an army, and an icon of Our Lady on the masthead of his flag
ship. The coup was almost instant, everyone wanted Phocas gone, and he was killed by a mob. Heraclius was
crowned in the Church of St. Stephen and could now set on the task of saving the Empire. Phocas had ruined
the treasury, and sunk the last gold in the Bosphorus to keep Heraclius from getting it. To fight the Persians,
who now marched on Constantinople after three years of unbroken victory, Heraclius needed an army.
Finally in 622, he prayed at Hagia Sophia on Easter Monday and then embarked with his troops and an image
of Jesus Christ as the army’s banner to Asia Minor, where he won victory after victory and drove the Persians
back. Peace was made with Persia, and the true cross was returned to Jerusalem, which Heraclius brought to
Jerusalem himself. That is the principle event which is commemorated in the liturgy today.

St. Gregory the Great: How amazing is the power of the Cross! O how unutterable is the glory of the Passion,
in which is the Lord’s judgment-seat, and the judgment of the world, and the might of the Crucified one!
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“...[He] emptied himself, taking the form of a
slave, being born in the likeness of men. And
being found in human form he humbled himself
and became obedient unto death, even death on
a cross.” - Phil 2:7-8
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Masses

Sunday: 7:00am, 8:30am,
10:30am (high), 1:00pm

Monday: 12:00pm

Tues, Wed, Thur: 7:00am & 9:00am
Friday: 9:00am & 6:30pm.
Saturday: 9:00 am.

Ocala:

Sunday: 4:30pm
Monday: 7:00am.

1* Saturday: 10:30am.

Confession: 30 min before Mass

Adoration: Fri 10am-6:15pm
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Date and Time Mass Intentions Requested By
7:00 AM Francis J. Kramer+ & Andrew Kramer+ C. Kramer
8:30 AM Wojciech Bednarz Lucyna
14 Sun
10:30 AM Pro-populo
1:00 PM Mary Therese Anton A. Baugh
15 Mon 12:00 PM Brenda Rodriguez Burns family
7:00 AM Agata her mother
16  Tue
9:00 AM Donald & Kristin Beard 25th anniversary M.F. Kitko
7:00 AM Susan Hemeryck A. Baugh
17 Wed
9:00 AM Barbara Romano+ Requiem Mass N. Romano
7:00 AM Poor Souls in Purgatory L. de Saizieu
18  Thur
9:00 AM Fr. Chris Hathaway, FssP M. Pruitt
9:00 AM Ana Gracie Ortiz L& C'. .
19 Fri Flamminio
6:30 PM Mary Jo Sciscenti Larry Sciscenti
20  Sat 9:00 AM John Francis Walker & family Anonymous
7:00 AM Harry Zilli+ C.Z. Verdini
8:30 AM Patrick Bovienzo+ J. Bovienzo
21
10:30 AM Pro-populo
1:00 PM Bart Welford & family CtK Staff

“If all the prayers of loving hearts from the beginning of the world, and all the seraphic worship of
the thrones and principalities of heaven, and the burning devotion and love of the Virgin Mother of
God, and the voices of the all creatures of heaven and earth were offered up in one universal and
harmonious act of praise and adoration, they would not equal or even approach in value and
efficacy the infinite worth of a SINGLE MASS.”

14 Sun

15 Mon
16 Tues
17 Wed

18 Thur
19 Fri

20 Sat
21 Sun

1962 Liturgical Calendar

The Exaltation of the Holy Cross

The Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Saints Cornelius, pope, and Cyprian, bishop, martyrs
Feria: 14th Sunday after Pentecost

Saint Joseph of Cupertino, confessor

Saint Januarius, bishop, and his companions, martyrs
The Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday

15t Sunday after Pentecost
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Saint Nicomedes, martyr
Saints Euphemia, virgin, Lucy and Geminian, martyrs

Stigmata of Saint Francis, confessor

Saints Eustace and his companions, martyrs

Saint Matthew, apostle and evangelist

Weekly Schedule

Dolorous Rosary

Holy Face Devotions

Mon, Sept. 15, 1pm

Prayer Corner
Please pray for: Carol & Leo

Tue, Sept. 16, 10:30

LaBrecque;Tomasa Ortero Trejo; Mary

CTK at Planned Parenthood
St. Joseph's Guild
Youth Group

Wed, Sept 17 9am-5pm
Thur, Sept 18, 6:30pm
Sat, Sept 20, 5-8pm

Sign up for a weekly hour of adoration on Fridays - in vestibule!
Flocknote sign-up: text CTKSARASOTA to 84576.
New Sacramental Emergency phone number: 941-212-5763

Please note: no meeting of the Archconfraternity of the Holy Face!

Adoration on Fridays will be all day after the morning Mass until 6:15pm.
Consider signing up for an hour, with the intention of taking that hour every
week. We need at least two people for every hour, thank you!

The “cry room” for the 1:00pm Mass is in the choir room.

Our first Youth Group meeting is Saturday, September 20 from 5-8pm at Christ the
King. Please join us! All 13-17 year olds are invited for prayer, dinner, a talk, and
fun with Fr Eichman!

Please pick up a Youth Group year long schedule in the vestibule for more
information and to fill out the required forms which need to be returned to the
parish office before you can attend.

Capital Campaign - “Do This in Memory of Me”

Dear Faithful of Christ the King,

Farrow; Mendez family; Pat Meadows;
Bill & Barbara Wis; McNamara family

Parish Groups
St. Joseph’s Guild

St.Theresa
Devotions Guild

Respect Life
Altar Servers
Choir

Youth Catechism
Youth Group

Holy Face
Archconfraternity

Women’s Book Club

Thank you for your continued prayers, donations & pledges in support of our building project, “Do

This in Memory of Me.” Please keep praying our campaign prayer to St. Joseph!
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Huber

Finances
Last Sunday’s Collection: cash $4,696.76; on-line $3,715.00. CFA $200
Do This in Memory of Me: cash $3,435.00; online $5,334.51

CFA status at CtK as of August 16, 2025: $113,000.00 assessment; $46,409.80 pledged
(41.07% of goal); from 22.77% of 224 households; $37,625.36 paid. (from
dioceseofvenice.org) Thank you for your support!

Mass Attendance
Aug 31 - 455 souls
7am- 61

8:30 am- 130

10:30 am- 186

1:00 pm- 78

Ocala- 299



